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Visit our beautiful showroom 

to see how you can create 

an extraordinary kitchen.
Imagination at work.

29533 Canvasback Drive
Easton, MD 21601

410.819.8900 • 866.266.2827
easton@theappliancesource.com
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Wanna get away? ...
 Tired of the dreary and colorness depths of winter? Have you got 

cabin fever? Two nearby conservatories — the U.S. Botanical Garden 
and Longwood Gardens — offer the looks and beautiful aroma of 

the waiting spring. Are you anxious to experience the Western Rose, 
as seen to the left? See page 20!

  From the cover

Departments
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A Dose of Realty 		  — Page 46

Recipes		              — Page 52-53
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On the fence since 1988
This installment of our ‘Deep Rooted’ 

series looks at Brinsfield Fence Inc.
by Kevin George, Page 12

Going green, or a creative necessity?
The concept of repurposing — using furniture or objects in the home for

something other than their original intention — has seen a resurgence.
by Sean Clougherty, Page 34

New Varieties: Great for ’o8!
See what new plants are available for 
your landscaping projects this year.

by Carol Kinsley, Page 24

In this issue:

Want to subscribe?
To have Shore Home & Garden delivered to your mailbox for just the 

postage price of $15 a year, call Bill or Megan at 410-822-4025.

Is there something 
you’d like to share?

Can you handle this? ...
You can win a high-quality, canvas Shore Home & Garden Magazine tote bag, 

either by giving us a recipe we publish or by winning this month’s “What is This???” 
contest on page 58. It’s made of durable canvas and is trimmed in hunter green. 

Call 410-822-4025 or e-mail
renee@shorehomeandgarden.com.

Cover photo courtesy U.S. Botanical Garden
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Certified Professional Horticulturalist  - Certified Arborist #MA4077
Licensed Tree Expert #259  -  Certified Conservation Planner

MDA 
License
#27617 

MHIC 
#123946

Landscape Maintenance
Patios - Driveways - Walkways

Retaining Walls
Snow Removal 

 Commerical & Residential

 Beautiful Endings Begin with...

 Kenneth D. Brown Inc.
 Landscaping & Hardscaping

410-822-1683

Brian T. Brown, President

Just Completed! 
Another quality 

project finished in 2007! 

Let YOUR 
project 

begin in 2008!

With over 
30 years in 

the 
industry we 

bring 
experience, 
knowledge 
& quality.

Before

After
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A recent opinion poll (in other 
words, friends I have talked to) des-
ignates February as the least favorite 
month of the year.

Maybe that’s why they made it 
so short.

All joking aside, it’s the slump 
after the holidays and the nail-biting, 
wall-climbing period before spring. 

It’s no wonder that groundhog 
hates being dragged out of his hole 
and put in the spotlight under pres-
sure.

Known also as Candlemas Day, 
a day of blessing the candles for the 
coming year, in the Roman Catholic 
church it was a superstitious belief 
that the groundhog or woodchuck 
would emerge from hibernation on 
this day.

If he saw his shadow, six more 
weeks of bad weather could be ex-
pected.

So a sunny Feb. 2 predicts bad 
weather to come. It is also considered 
to be winter’s midpoint and was des-
ignated as a time to check the supply 
of food and fuel source to be sure you 
still had half of each on hand. 

On the new moon of the month, 
calling through stored produce such 
as potatoes, onions, squash and 
apples, removing any soft or rotting 
was recommended.

One bad apple will spoil the 
whole bunch. 

Want to get away yet? For those 
who can, February seems to be a 
prime time for long vacations.

If you choose an island cruise 
or a skiing trip, it’s a chance to relax 
before the weather breaks into spring 
and things get busy again. 

For home bodies like myself, 

there is  preparatory checklist I like 
to make. ... Things I like to try to ac-
complish so I am not so hustled and 
stressed when spring arrives. 

I try to remember to feed the 
birds and do some bird watching in 
between chores. 

On the outside, this is a good 
time to check the mulch in your beds 
to be sure early bulbs are protected. 
It also helps to keep moisture and 
heat in the soil for the planting of 
cool-weather annuals.

You can begin seeds of those 
same annuals indoors if you have the 
patience and space.

Personally, I have tried and 
failed so many times I can’t justify 
it.

Early annuals for a perennial 
lover like myself are a cheap extra 
added attraction. Lee, my husband, 
loves the instant color — and to that, 

I do not disagree.
I’ll take the plant over the 

home-started seedlings any day. at 
least for my very busy ‘Now’ Years. 

I have learned to hit the stores 
and stock up early for seed packets 
of flowers and vegetables I will sow 
outdoors.

I suppose owing to the fact 
some of you are more patient and 
successful than myself, the shelves 
seem to empty early in the season. 

If you have lawn trouble spots, 
check the Ph now and prepare to 
amend your soil, control crab grass, 
other uninvited weeds and lawn 
insects.

Go through 

February ... who needs it?
  Tid Bits

By Bev Leitch
Columnist

Shore Home 
& Garden 
Magazine

Now’s the time to go through lawn and garden tools and get them 
cleaned, oiled and sharpened

(PAGE 44)                   
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P. O. BOX 2696  EASTON, MD
410-310-4516

Nick Slayden

envirocon@goeaston.net

Specializing in 
• Shoreline Restoration • Rip Rap

• Sill Construction • Vegetative Treatment
• Marsh/Wetland Construction

FREE ESTIMATES & 
On-site evaluation of your shoreline. We handle all the 

permits in our office.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTRACTING LLC

Marsh Restoration Sill Construction
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The month of February can be 
dark and gloomy, cold and dreary, so 
it is nice that it only lasts 29 days. 

To push back the dark and 
dreary aspect of February, buy fresh 
flowers! 

There have been studies docu-
menting the positive feelings of 
people who receive flowers as gifts, 
and the positive attitudes of the 
people in rooms where live flowers 
are displayed.

Fresh-cut flowers are not ex-
pensive if the varieties are chosen 
carefully, and some varieties will last 
and look fabulous for more than a 
week. 

To keep cut flowers fresh and 
long-lasting, a few simple steps 
should be taken.

First, always trim off the bottom 
foliage so it is not sitting in water 
(and rotting).

Next, trim the bottom of the 
stems at an angle; that way, the 
flowers are never flush against the 
bottom of a vase and unable to drink 
in water.

Always use fresh water that has 
had either the flower-saver packet 
that is sold with most cut flowers, or 
you can add some regular lemon-lime 
soft drink.

Both the soft drink and the 
flower-saver packet contain sugars 
for the flowers, and both acidify the 
water to keep bacteria down.

Last, place the flowers where 
people will see them, but never in 
front of a window were they might 

get too hot or have the fresh water 
evaporate too quickly.

Roses are often the first cut 
flower that people think of and 
they are an excellent choice for 
color selection, size of flower and 
fragrance.

Long-stem roses are very expen-
sive, but the medium stem roses and 

the smaller flowered roses are very 
reasonably priced and all roses should 
last about a week.

To get  the 

It doesn’t have to be gloomy 
with fresh-cut flowers

  Gardening Tips

By Ginny Rosenkranz
Extension Educator Commercial 

Horticulture

There have been studies documenting the positive attitudes of 
people in rooms where live flowers are displayed.

(Photo by Ginny Rosenkranz)

(PAGE 18)                   
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Spring 
Service 
Special 
$179.00

Authorized Dealer of ECHO and
105A Owens Rd. • Queen Anne, MD 21657

Introducing Our Full Line of Snapper & Snapper Pro

Come See the 
new Walker 

Super B.  
Instock now 

and ready for 
spring. 

Bulk Mulch Available... 
We Load, You Haul!

Call Us for Unbeatable 
Prices on Last Years 

Inventory of Clippers and 
Yazoo

Call for a Walker Demo
410-364-9142

Coming Soon 
WC3 Cash Prize
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With daylight savings time still 
months away, don’t succumb to the 
winter blahs.

You can easily brighten your 
surroundings with the flick of a 
switch.

Surprisingly, most homeown-
ers do not realize the importance of 
home lighting, nor understand the 
basic principles of lighting a room 
properly.

Don’t let “Light Fright” keep 
you in the dark!

To start with, acknowledge that 
your room needs three different types 
of lighting (I don’t mean a three-way 
bulb!). They are general, task and 
ambient.

If you look carefully at each of 
these, it will make shopping for light-
ing a more illuminating experience. 

Take an objective look at the 
room and assess your lighting inven-
tory. Once you know what you have, 
you will know what else is needed. 
We will use your family room or liv-
ing room in this example.

Do you have a single ceiling-
mount fixture in the center, a more 
contemporary track system or per-
haps four recessed can lights? That is 
your general overhead lighting. 

Additionally, a light adaptor 
kit on your ceiling fan can serve the 
function of general lighting. This is 
the most important lighting you need 
once the sun sets. However, it is not 
really enough on its own.

The second source, task light-
ing, is designed to serve during a spe-
cific activity such as reading, knitting, 
scrap-booking or playing cards. 

In these instances you would 
require a more direct source of ad-

justable light. A three-way bulb in a 
floor lamp beside your favorite read-
ing chair is a great way to add task 
lighting.  If you have room for a long 
table behind your sofa, you can place 
matching lamps on each end, which 
enables more than one person to read 
while stretched out. 

For the card or hobby table, 
an overhead hanging light provides 
excellent lighting. You may not have 
wiring in the ceiling nor wish to loop 
the chain up and over from a wall 
outlet, so the alternative would be a 
floor lamp that features a swinging 
arm to pull over the table top. 

This will make any game or 
craft much easier to complete with 
less eyestrain. 

To complete your lighting in-
ventory, look for sources of ambient, 
or mood lighting. No, this type of 
lighting is not just for the boudoir — 
it is perfect for every room, or even 
an entrance foyer.

A restful soft light is a nice way 
to relax after work, while a cozy low 
light is great for intimate conversa-
tion. You may choose from candles 
in colored glass vases, or wood and 
metal candlestick holders for inter-
esting effects. Some architectural 
features of the room or tall plants can 
be accented with an uplight on the 
floor, tucked discreetly in a corner 
of the room. These lights are very 
inexpensive and easy to use.

If your kitchen opens to your 
family room, you can also place light-
ing above or below the kitchen cabi-
nets, which provides “background 
light.”

In many instances, the use of 
dimmer switches on your overhead 
or general lighting will allow you to 
also have ambient lighting.

I suggest dimmer switches on 
just about all the light switches in 
your room or home for versatility.  

You will be amazed at the range 
of environments you create when you 
experiment.

General lighting is the most 
important lighting you need 
once the sun sets. However, it 
is not really enough on its own.

By Michele Roark
Columnist

Shore Home & Garden Magazine

Overcoming ‘Light Fright’
  Redesign of  the Times Shade...

Whenever and wherever 
you need it

Many styles, sizes 
and fabrics to choose. 

From:

Awnshore Awnings™

        by Quinnworks Inc.

www.quinnworksinc.com

Authorized Dealer: MHIC #30344 • MHBR #3738

410-758-0852
410-822-8857


