Just follow the color

Story by Stephanie Jordan

Are you looking for a
way to get away from
winter’s cold and dreary
days? If so, you're in
luck; conservatories in
the area provide bright,
fragrant blooms, even

in the dead of winter

The U.S. Botanic Garden
(USBG), located in Washington,
D.C., offers its Conservatory, National
Garden and Bartholdi Park for visitors.
Admission is free.

The conservatory, open daily
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., features a
variety of living exhibits, with 4,000
plants on display.

Beginning Feb. 2 and ending
April 13, you can view the conserva-
tory’s “An Alphabet Garden of Or-
chids” exhibit.

The exhibit is designed to cel-
ebrate the beauty and diversity of
orchids, and will feature hundreds
orchids, some rare and endangered
species, from the USBG and the
Smithsonian Institution’s Horticul-
tural Division.

A variety of programs through-
out the exhibit are available for visitors
to learn more about orchids, including
workshops on painting orchids in oil
or watercolor; repotting your own
orchids; photographing orchids; tours
led by a USBG orchid expert; lectures

on orchids as a plant family; and the

For atrue escape from winter, take a walk through the conservatory

at the U.S. Botanic Garden to view the Garden Court and the
Jungle, among others. (Photo courtesy U.S. Botanical Garden).
Opposite page, the Longwood Gardens conservatory offers four
acres with 20 different gardens featuring plants from all over the
world. (Photo courtesy Longwood Gardens)

mysteries of orchid pollination.
For more information about
these programs, call 202-225-1116.
In addition to the orchid exhibit,
USBG offers “Plants in Culture” and
“How Plants Work.” “Plants in Cul-

ture” is located in the West Gallery of
the conservatory, and offers visitors a
glimpse of the plants that have played
an important role in developing ther-
apy, ornamentation, music, ceremony

and language. (PAGE 40)
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Spring will be here soon.

Now is the perfect time to install irrigation!

]rrigation %Lighting

Specializing In:
* Lawn Sprinkler Systems
* Landscape Lighting
* Yard Drainage Systems
* Installation & Design
* Repairs & Maintenance

bA@fID E

Queenstown, MD

410-271-3870

www.baysideirrigation.com

AL LY ot on .

Cold Dark Days Got You Down?
Landscape Lighting Can Brighten The Mood!
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The Furniture Silo - w Silo Sleep Shop
6510 Churchhill Rd. S 1 L PR —— 6512 Churchhill Rd.
Chestertown, MD | 48 Chestertown, MD

410-778-0488 — ' 410-778-0308

located on Rt. 213 S. of Chestertown Bridge located on Rt. 213 S. of Chestertown Bridge
Showroom hours: Monday - Friday 10 am - 6 pm - Next to Furniture Silo
Saturday 10 am - 5 pm - Sunday 12-4 pm

Presidents Weekend Sale!

In Stock Items Up to 50% OFF*

In Stock for Immediate Delivery...
Sofa & Chairs by Smith Brothers, Bedroom Suites,
Curio Cabinets, Desks, Bookcases, File Cabinets, TV
stands & Dining Room Sets.

*MSRP

Tomorrow’s
Antiques
Today...

Amish made
dining suits, bed-
room sets, curiors

& much more.

Hurry, while

supplies last!

ya
Buy 1 Recliner,
Get 1 Free!




Great for "08!

Story by Carol Kinsley

[t may be cold
outside, but inside,
gardeners are poring
over catalogues to
see what new plants
are available for their
landscapes this year

A good choice might be
Geranium “Rozanne.”

While most gardeners
think of geraniums as an annual
to be planted anew each year,
this strong, hardy geranium is a
perennial, a member of a genus
commonly known as Crane’s
Bills because the seed pod is
shaped like a crane’s bill.

The Perennial Plant As-
sociation has named “Rozanne”
as its Perennial Plant of the Year
for 2008.

Discovered in a garden in
Somerset, England, “Rozanne”
has 2.5-inch, iridescent violet-
blue, saucer-shaped flowers with
purple-violet veins and radiant
white centers.

Growing to 2 feet tall and
2 feet wide in full sun to partial
shade, “Rozanne” blooms from
late spring to mid fall.

It is heat-tolerant, but does
better with afternoon shade. Up close or at a distance, Geranium “Rozanne” flowers stand out.

Preferring moist, well-  (Photo courtesy Blooms of Blessingham)
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drained soil, “Rozanne” would make
a dynamic ground cover, attractive
specimen plant or hanging basket.
It is a good companion plant to
Shasta daisy, perennial salvia, speed-
well, hostas and short ornamental
grasses.

Attract butterflies to your gar-
den with Eupatorium dubium “Little
Joe.” This highly versatile dwarf
native perennial adapts quickly to
various landscape situations and is
drought-tolerant.

Hardy from Zone 4 to 9, it
thrives in full sunlight. Discovered
growing among a population of
Eupatorium dublium seedlings in a
Pennsylvania nursery, “Little Joe” has
more compact upright growth habit
and more compact inflorescence.

Another new, drought-tolerant
plant loved by butterflies is a woody,
Caryopteris x clandonensis “Grand
Bleu,” perfect for mass planting in

“thtle Joe adapts quickly
to various landscape
situations. (Photo courtesy
The Conard-Pyle Co.)

dry sunny areas.
Its beautiful blue flowers bloom

from early August until the first
frost.

Remember your grandmother’s
hydrangeas, perhaps growing by the
front porch in white or blue?

New varieties for 2008 come
not only in blue, such as Forever &
Ever “Blue Heaven” and “Together,”
but in a range of pinks from “Double
Pink” to “Red” and a bicolor “Pep-
permint” that’s white with a brush-
stroke of pink — or blue, depending
on acidity — in the center of each
white petal.

The large mophead flowers of
the Forever & Eve series bloom on
both old and new wood, and are
hardy to Zone 4. To find a retailer,
visit www.foreverhydrangea.com.

One hydrangea sparking a lot of
interest is “Pinky Winky,” named for
a children’s television character. Its
unique, bicolor blooms and strong
upright stems make this Hydrangea

February 17 is National
Random Acts of

Kindness Day

So be KIND to the one YOU LOVE
and give them their dream Kitchen
from Cambridge Kitchen and Bath
the rewards could be delicious!
Call us for information reqarding our Referral Rewards Club..Hard to say, easy fo join!

ambridge
:..'Cjcrchfn & Bath

714 Meadow Ave. - Cambridge, MD 21613

NKBA - 410-228-2080

www.cambridgekitchenandbath.com
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“Pink Marble” will grow in sun
or partial shade and keeps
its leaves year round. (Photo
courtesy The Conard-Pyle Co.)

The deep pink,
blooms of “Chamallow” are held
on upright branches. (Photo
courtesy The Conard-Pyle Co.)

non-fading

“Eyecatcher” adds season-long
color to any garden, container
or landscape. (Photo courtesy
WWW.provenwinners.com)
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Named for a children’s television character, Hydrangea paniculata
“Pinky Winky” will be a favorite with adults. The unique, bicolor
blooms and strong upright stems of this Proven Winner will look
great in the garden or as cut flowers in a vase. (Photo courtesy
Spring Meadow Nursery)

paniculata stand out from the rest.

Its blooms are indeterminate,
meaning it continues to produce
new, pure white flowers even as the
older flowers age to a deep pink at
the base of the bloom.

Blooms can reach 12 to 16
inches in length. It is long blooming,
reliable, showy and easy to grow.

Tolerant of full sun to partial
shade, once established “Pinky

Winky” is drought-tolerant and will
bloom until the first frost.

A great cut flower both fresh
and dry, “Pinky Winky” is adaptable
to difficult soils.

“Pinky Winky” is a Proven
Winner, available from www.way-
sidegardens.com or www.garden-
crossings.com.

Spring Meadow Gardens in-

troduced a whole line of compact



hydrangeas recently.

The Cityline series includes
“Berlin,” the largest in the series,
with clear pink flowers; “Paris,” a
small plant with intense red flow-
ers and excellent mildew resistance;
“Venice” with big, bright fuchsia-
colored flowers and glossy foliage;
and “Vienna.”

For something low-growing and
evergreen, try Microbiota decussata
“Fuzzball,” a new fuzzy-textured form
of Microbiota or Russian arborvitae
that was discovered on the growing
grounds at Conard-Pyle.

Another mostly green plant
with lots of interest is Photinia fra-
serii “Pink Marble.”

This woody plant keeps its
leaves all year round, and new foliage

in the spring bursts forth in hot pink.  ZE = ol R R f‘ﬂ RS
Hardy in Zones 6 to 9, this photinia “Fuzzball” is a new fuzzy- textured form of Mlcroblota or Russmn
grows in sun or partial shade. Arborvitae, discovered on the growing grounds at Conard-Pyle.

Another new plant, this one (Photo courtesy The Conard-Pyle Co.)

Their beauty may be priceless, but what your
trees add to the market value
of your real estate

and home is very tangible.

Bartlett Tree Experts protect that value with innova-
tions and new techniques in arboriculture,

soil science, root care, pest control and environmental

stewardship.

l Your investment in Bartlett tree care
‘Il

B delivers one of the most reliable

B I[I returns in your portfolio. Bartlett
Science has been improving the
landscape of tree care and
growth investments since 1907.

Bartlett Scie

; ; Please call B77-BARTLETT
We protect one of the most important 1.877.227.8538 or visit
o7y J‘.".]I] INVESITICNLS W W11, our website www. bartlett.com

BARTLETT
{ TREE EXPERTS

SCMSUNIC TWIE CARE %00 1T
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with lots of color, is Clematis “Sap-
phire Indigo.”

Its continuous blooming makes
it perfect for containers as well as
traditional clematis use.

This new purple clematis has a
smaller, more contained habit and
will grow in sun or partial shade.

Also colorful is Lavatera hybrida
“Chamallow,” another woody.

In May, the deep pink, non-
fading blooms of ‘Chamallow’ are
held on straight, upright branches.

The lavatera species are known
as tree mallows. Chamallow is hardy
in Zones 7 through 9 and require
full sun.

Other new woodies include
Weigla florida “Eyecatcher,” with
electric yellow and green variegated
leaves that will add season-long
color to any garden, container or
landscape.

Growing to 2 feet high, it
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Bangle Genista produces waves
of electric yellow flowers in early
spring. (Photo courtesy www.
provenwinners.com)

also boasts dark red flowers in the
spring.

Partial or filtered shade is es-
sential for this variety will attract
hummingbirds and butterflies.

Also electric yellow, but this
time with the color in the flower,
is Genista lydia “Select” or Bangle
Genista, which produces waves of
yellow flowers in early spring.

Its improved branching and
texture makes it a wonderful plant for
containers and mass plantings.

It is available from www.way-
sidegardens.com.

This new, low mounding selec-
tion of Genista blooms in mid-spring
for three to six weeks.

This nearly leafless plant has
bright green stems that provide inter-
esting year-round texture and color.

One of two new echinaceas
from The Conard-Pyle Co., “Purple
Fantasy” develops an even more in-
tense color with the onset of colder
temperatures in the fall.

Ta@ng Pole Bulding
To The Next Level..

C B Structures, Inc. producers of

CONESTOGA
Buildings

1-800-544-9464
WWW, conestogabuﬂdmgs com



The other is Echinacea purpurea
“Panther Pink,” a dwarf coneflower
found at Holly Hill Farms.

For many years breeders have
been searching for a better rose, one
that can be grown like any other
shrub — without fungicides.

A few select plants met the
challenge and remained clean after
four years without a single fungicide
treatment.

Thus the Oso Easy roses were
born and have emerged as a whole
new class of rose offered as a Proven
Winner.

So throw away the sprayer and
enjoy these easy-to-maintain roses:
Fragrant Spreader Rosa x “Chew-
ground,” a low-growing rose with
fragrant, single, pink flowers; Peachy
Cream Rosa x “Horcoherent,” a love-
ly low-mounded rose that delivers
clouds of blooms that emerge peach
and transform to cream, contrasting

ROTO-

ROOTER.

* Kitchen - Bathroom - Basement -Laundry
* Water Heaters - Disposals - Dishwashers

* Toilet & Sinks - New Copper Service Lines
* Septic Tanks Pumped - Cleaned - Serviced
+ Sewer Lines - Repair & Replacement

* Septic Systems - Design & Installation

* Hi-Pressure Waterjetting r—————

325 OFF

ROTO-
ROOTER.

PLUMBING &
DRAIN SERVICE

America’s Neighborhood Plumber®
Often Immitated. Never Duplicated.

SERVICE - REPAIR - INSTALLATION

‘Purple Fantasy’ has more
intense color with the onset of
colder temperatures. (Photo
courtesy The Conard-Pyle Co.)

nicely with the dark green foliage;
Paprika Rosa x “ChewMayTime,”

PLUMBING - DRAINS - SEPTICS

1-888-EDS-ROTO (337-7686)
WWW.ROTOROOTER-DELMARVA.COM

We are the Proud Inventors & Patent Owners of the Method, Procedure and Apparatus for the

* Storm Drains Installed & Cleaned

¢ T.V. and Pipe Line Inspection
and Locating

» Commercial Industrial Cleaning

* Residential and Commercial
Power Washing

a low-mounded rose with loads of
spicy, reddish-orange single blooms
accentuated with a bright yellow eye;
Strawberry Crush Rosa x “Horme-
teorie,” with glossy green foliage and
a rainbow of colorful pink, yellow
and apricot blooms.

These roses are grown by Spring
Meadow Nursery.

Not a rose, but a hibiscus,
“Lil’ Kim” hibiscus is a new Rose of
Sharon — the first dwarf — with a
dainty white flowers punctuated with
a showy red eye.

The plant only reaches 3 to 4
feet high, and flowers last for three
days instead of the typical single
day.

This new shrub is available from
www.waysidegardens.com or www.
gardencrossings.com.

Order now, or plan to hit the
garden centers early this year to find

these new offerings. s>

On ANY
Plumbing

Residential or Sewer Service Only.
Expires 2-28-08.
Offer not valid with any other
discounts or specials.
Good Mon. - Thurs. Only

e
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Call Chem-Dry for a deep clean on carpets and
upholstery, safe non-toxic solutions and the fastest drying
time of any national chain.

ChemDry

Drier. Cle: Healthi




